
 

 

                                                                                                                    June 2017 
 

THE BETTER NEW COVENANT 
 

 Somewhere in the neighborhood of six hundred 

years before Jesus was born, the Lord God declared 

through the prophet Jeremiah that He would “make a 

new covenant,” a covenant that would be different 

from the one which He made with His people at Sinai 

after He brought them out of Egypt (Jeremiah 

31:31,32). So, if the Israelites were paying attention to 

what Jeremiah communicated to them from God, then 

they understood that at some point there would be a 

new covenant. 

 When the Christ established the communion on 

the night before He went to the cross, He said this to 

His apostles about the cup they were to drink: “For 

this is My blood of the new covenant, which is shed 

for many for the remission of sins” (Matthew 26:28). 

The “new covenant” is Jesus’ covenant.  

 In the book of Hebrews, we read that Jesus is “the 

Mediator of the new covenant” (Hebrews 9:15). It is 

called “the second” covenant in contrast to the one 

that Jehovah made with Israel at Horeb. The Christ 

took away the first covenant/law in order to establish 

the second one (Hebrews 10:9). 

 It is a fact that the new covenant is better than the 

old one. That is not hearsay, nor is it speculation – it is 

a fact, a fact that is recorded in the Bible. In Hebrews 

8:6, it is written that Jesus is the Mediator “of a better 

covenant.” Again, we read, “By so much more Jesus 

has become a surety of a better covenant” (Hebrews 

7:22). When the Lord tells us that something is better, 

then we need to accept His word about it since His 

appraisals always are accurate.  

 To declare that Jesus’ covenant is better does not 

imply that the old covenant/law was bad. In fact, the 

old law was the opposite of bad – it was good. God 

was its Source, and all that comes from Him is very 

good (Genesis 1:31). When speaking about the law of 

Moses, Paul wrote, “Therefore the law is holy, and the 

commandment holy and just and good” (Romans 

7:12). The old covenant that the Lord made with Israel 

(Deuteronomy 5:1-3) served to give the Israelites 

knowledge of sin (Romans 3:20), showed them how 

to do what was right and good in His sight 

(Deuteronomy 6:18), and when properly understood 

and applied, was a tutor  to  bring  them  to  the  Christ  

(Galatians 3:24). 

 That does not mean, though, that the old covenant 

was not without limitations. Consider these facts 

about the old law/covenant. It had “weakness and 

unprofitableness” (Hebrews 7:18), “the law made 

nothing perfect” (Hebrews 7:19), it was not faultless 

(Hebrews 8:7), and one could not be justified by it 

(Acts 13:38,39). Furthermore, the old covenant is 

described as “the ministry of death” (2 Corinthians 

3:7). It pointed out sin and its penalty, but the annual 

Day of Atonement was a reminder that under the first 

covenant, without the blood of the Lamb of God the 

Israelites did not have a sense of complete removal of 

their sins (Hebrews 10:1-4).  
 In what ways is the new covenant better?  

    It has better promises (Hebrews 8:6). 

    It has a better mediator (Hebrews 8:6). 

    Under it, we have a superior high priest (Hebrews 
4:14,15; 7:26-28). 

    It has “a better hope, through which we draw near 
to God” (Hebrews 7:19).  

    Its permanency – it will be in effect until the end of 
the world/age (Matthew 28:18-20).  

    Under it, God does not remember our sins and 

lawless deeds (Hebrews 8:12). 

    Under it, we have eternal salvation (Hebrews 5:9). 

    Unlike the ministry of death (the old covenant), it 

is the ministry of the Spirit/righteousness/life/more 
glory (2 Corinthians 3:6-11) 

 Since the new covenant is better, then why would 

anyone think it would be a good thing to go back and 

attempt to live under the old covenant?! That would 

not make any sense. Why turn from the superior to the 

inferior, or why try to weaken the better one by 

mixing it with the old, abolished one? Again, that 

would be a non-sensual approach. 

 Jesus has all authority in spiritual matters 

(Matthew 28:18). It is God’s will that all men 

everywhere submit to the authority of Jesus, confess 

Him as Lord, and serve Him faithfully. May we put 

forth our most diligent effort to teach others about 

Jesus’ new covenant and His eternal salvation.  
-- Roger D. Campbell 



THE BOOK OF JONAH: A BRIEF OVERVIEW
 

 What a fascinating book this is! In it we see only 

one small segment of Jonah’s life and prophetic work. 

Yet, due to the nature of the message, we know more 

about the personal life of Jonah than we do about the 

life of any of the other “Minor Prophets.” Only one 

statement in the entire book of Jonah records words 

which Jonah preached or predicted to other humans: 

“Yet forty days, and Nineveh shall be overthrown” 

(Jonah 3:4).  

 Historical setting: Jonah, the son of Amittai, 

prophesied during the days of King Jeroboam II of 

Israel (2 Kings 14:25), somewhere around B.C. 780. 

At that time, the Assyrian Empire was the dominant 

power in the Middle East, and Nineveh was its capital 

city. Nineveh is mentioned a number of times by 

Jonah (Jonah 1:2; 3:2-7; 4:11), and it is the place to 

which God sent His prophet to preach. The Assyrians 

were notorious for their cruelty and would have been 

one of Israel’s adversaries. That may help explain why 

Jonah was reluctant to go preach there when Jehovah 

first charged him to do so. 

 A chapter-by-chapter breakdown: Where is 

Jonah? Chapter 1 – Jonah is in a boat and cast into the 

sea; Chapter 2 – Jonah is inside a huge fish; Chapter 3 

– Jonah is preaching in Nineveh; Chapter 4 – Jonah is 

sitting outside of Nineveh, waiting to see what will 

become of the city.   

 Some key thoughts:  

 (1) One – The book contains a powerful message 

about one prophet (Jonah), the inhabitants of one city 

(Nineveh), and the one true God. 

 (2) The actions of the Lord God dominate the 

book. He is referred to as “Lord” or “God” about forty 

times (in forty-eight verses). So, if you take God out 

of the narrative, there would not be a whole lot left! 

What actions of Jehovah do we see in this book? 

 -  He sent out a great wind into the sea (1:4). 

 -  He prepared a great fish to swallow Jonah (1:17). 

 -  He spoke to the fish and it vomited Jonah out on 

dry land (2:10). 

 -  He prepared a plant/gourd, a worm, and a 

vehement east wind (4:6-8). 

 -  He spoke to Jonah (1:1,2), delivered the prophet 

out of the fish’s belly (ch. 2), spared the Ninevites (ch. 

3), and in the end rebuked Jonah (ch. 4). 

 (3) This book reminds us that the God of heaven is 

a universal God Who sees all, knows all, and cares 

about all people in all places, including the Ninevites. 

 Other memorable lessons: Though the people of 

Nineveh were not Israelites and thus were neither part 

of God’s chosen nation nor under the law of Moses, 

they were accountable to the Lord God. The Bible 

speaks of their “wickedness” (1:2) and “evil way” 

(3:10), meaning that they were transgressors of God’s 

law. So, yes, during the Old Testament era the 

Gentiles were obligated to serve Jehovah. Jesus said 

the people of Nineveh repented when Jonah preached 

to them (Luke 11:32), which again implies that they 

had sinned by violating God’s law. 

 It is impossible to run away from God! Jonah 

foolishly tried to escape “from the presence of the 

LORD” (1:3,1), but he failed miserably. One might 

ignore or forget about the Lord, but that does not 

mean that the Lord forgets about him! 

 Jehovah has the whole world in His hands. Yes, the 

earth is His and the fullness thereof (Psalm 24:1). In 

the book of Jonah, we see the Lord using a storm, the 

sea, a fish, a plant, a worm, a strong wind, and even a 

reluctant servant – all for His purposes. I may not 

understand completely all of God’s actions, but I must 

recognize His sovereign right to act as He desires.  

 By his experience inside the fish, Jonah was 

reminded that the Lord God was His only source of 

hope. The worst thing in the world is to be separated 

from the Lord, and Jonah came to realize this, turning 

to God out of his affliction (2:1,2,6,7) and 

proclaiming, “Salvation is of the LORD” (2:9). 

 We must be prepared to preach what God says and 

do it where God wants it done. God’s charge to Jonah 

was, “Arise, go to Nineveh, that great city, and preach 

to it the message that I tell you” (3:2). When God 

names the place(s) that He wants His servants to carry 

His message, they need to comply. Jonah refused to 

do so the first time around, but later did. And the 

message? We must preach a “thus says the Lord” 

because that is what God wants people to hear! 

 Jonah, a spokesman of the Lord, struggled with his 

attitude. He knew that God is gracious, merciful, and 

abundant in lovingkindness (4:2). He knew that if he 

proclaimed God’s word to the Ninevites and they 

chose to repent, then God would spare them. That is 

exactly what happened, and tragically, Jonah was not 

happy about it (4:1-11). How sad. It is a great 

reminder to all of us to maintain a proper spirit. 

 A pointer to the Christ: Jesus said it this way: 

“For as Jonah was three days and three nights in the 

belly of the great fish, so will the Son of Man be three 

days and three nights in the heart of the earth” 

(Matthew 12:40). That was a prediction of our Lord’s 

resurrection from the dead, and He spoke of it as “the 

sign of the prophet Jonah” (Matthew 16:4). Yes, 

Jonah was a real person, and yes, “the fish story” 

really happened. So did the Christ’s resurrection! 

 -- Roger D. Campbell 



REMEMBER

 Throughout the Bible, there are a number of 

instructions from the Lord concerning matters that He 

wants people to remember. Of course, anytime there is 

a directive from God that applies to us, we need to 

take it to heart. The word “remember,” though, should 

cause us to elevate our awareness and attention. Let us 

consider a few biblical matters in which God has 

given the charge to remember something or someone.  

  Remember your Creator – “Remember now 

your Creator in the days of your youth, before the 

difficult days come, and the years draw near when you 

say, ‘I have no pleasure in them’” (Ecclesiastes 12:1). 

  Remember the Lord’s redemption – As 

Moses told Israel about how to deal with a Hebrew 

servant, the exhortation was, “You shall remember 

that you were a slave in the land of Egypt, and the 

Lord your God redeemed you . . .” (Deuteronomy 

15:15). Christians, too, were slaves in the past. We 

were the slaves of sin, but now seek to be the slaves of 

righteousness (Romans 6:16-22). Let us never forget 

that we were cleansed from our sins (2 Peter 1:9), and 

let us be grateful for our free redemption.  

  Remember God’s commands – In a context in 

which God through Moses instructed the Israelites to 

put tassels on their garments as a reminder, here was 

the whole point of emphasis: “and that you may 

remember and do all My commandments, and be holy 

for your God” (Numbers 15:40). What a marvelous 

message for God’s people of every era: remember 

what God says, do what He says, and be holy. 

  “Remember Lot’s wife” – That is exactly 

what Jesus said as He spoke about the Son of man’s 

revelation/coming (Luke 17:32). As we read these 

words of the Master, our thoughts immediately go to 

the tragic mistake that Lot’s wife made. After 

escaping the city of Sodom just before it was wiped 

out, in an act that was in total defiance of what God 

commanded, she turned around to look back at the 

degenerate city and turned into a pillar of salt. It 

seems that disregarding what God says is not a small 

matter after all! 

  Remember that a servant is not above his 

master – To help prepare His apostles for the 

persecution which they would face if they remained 

loyal to Him, Jesus told them, “Remember the word 

that I said to you, ‘A servant is not greater than his 

master.’ If they persecuted Me, they will also 

persecute you. If they kept My word, they will keep 

yours also” (John 15:20).   

  Remember what Jesus said about giving and 

receiving – “I have shown you in every way, by 

laboring like this, that you must support the weak. 

And remember the words of the Lord Jesus, that He 

said, ‘It is more blessed to give than to receive’” (Acts 

20:35). In principle, we always ought to strive to 

“remember the words of the Lord Jesus.” In particular, 

we should learn to develop a spirit of generosity and 

desire to be a blessing to others. 

  Remember Jesus (and what He has done for 

us) – As Paul wrote to the disciples in Corinth about 

the instructions which he previously delivered to them 

concerning the Lord’s Supper, he reminded them of 

this: “and when He had given thanks, He broke it and 

said, ‘Take, eat, this is My body which is broken for 

you, do this in remembrance of Me . . .  He also took 

the cup after supper, saying, ‘This cup is the new 

covenant in My blood. This do, as often as you drink 

it, in remembrance of Me’” (1 Corinthians 11:24,25). 

There is no mistaking the Christ-given purpose of the 

communion: we take it in order to remember our 

Lord’s death and sacrifice for us. 

  Remember the poor – Actually, this was an 

idea that John, James, and Cephas expressed to 

Barnabas and Paul. Here is what Paul wrote about it: 

“They desired only that we should remember the poor; 

the very thing which I also was eager to do” 

(Galatians 2:10). When we “remember” the poor, we 

do more than recall that there are such people, and we 

do more than recognize that they have needs. The call 

to “remember” them is a call to “do them good,” as 

Jesus said (Mark 14:7).  

  Remember the resurrection of Jesus – 

“Remember that Jesus Christ, of the seed of David, 

was raised from the dead according to my gospel” (2 

Timothy 2:8). His resurrection showed Him to be the 

Son of God with power (Romans 1:4), and it is via his 

resurrection that God causes us to have a living hope 

(1 Peter 1:3). 

  Remember prisoners and mistreated people 
– The instruction for first-century Christians was to 

continue in brotherly love and to entertain strangers 

(Hebrews 13:1,2). The very next sentence was, 

“Remember the prisoners as if chained with them – 

those who are mistreated – since you yourselves are in 

the body also” (Hebrews 13:3). We must not forget 

the children of God who suffer innocently, even to the 

point of going to prison for His sake. Let us remember 

them in prayer and give them moral support, just as 

we would appreciate them doing such for us. 

 When God designed the human brain, He made it 

with a great capacity to recall things. When the Lord 

calls on us to “remember” something or someone, let 

us give heed to His admonition. 

-- Roger D. Campbell 



1 Timothy 4:11 – “THESE THINGS COMMAND AND TEACH” 

 Those five, non-complicated words comprise the 

entire message of 1 Timothy 4:11 in the English 

Bible. Paul gave that charge with the authority he 

possessed as an apostle of the Christ (1 Timothy 1:1). 

It originally was spoken directly to Timothy, to whom 

this epistle was penned (1:2).  

 It is obvious that the contents of this letter were 

intended to reach a much wider reading/listening 

audience than just Timothy. We say this because 

Paul’s tells Timothy to “instruct the brethren in these 

things,” and by so doing he would show himself to be 

a good servant (4:6). Again, we read that Timothy was 

charged, “Teach and exhort these things” (6:2). The 

Lord wanted other saints to hear and heed the message 

in Paul’s letter to Timothy. It was not a secret message 

which had meaning only in Timothy’s life. 

 Back to 1 Timothy 4:11 – “These things 

command and teach.” “These things” points to the 

matters about which Paul was writing. Timothy, an 

evangelist (2 Timothy 4:2,5), needed to be committed 

to sticking with “the Book.” God’s preachers are those 

whose message constantly is founded in a “thus says 

the Lord.” Lost people and the faithful of God need to 

hear what the mighty God says in His mighty word. 

Please! We have heard enough opinions, quotes from 

your former instructors, and citations from the 

internet. Sir, what we need is the Bible. Give it to us! 

 There is a maddening scenario that is becoming 

“the norm” in some local churches. The saints are 

starving for book, chapter, and verse lessons. The 

lessons preached and taught contain little meat, and 

the membership is growing weaker and less 

knowledgeable. In response to the church’s inability 

to handle strong, Bible-filled lessons, the teacher/ 

preacher lowers his expectations and feels compelled 

to presents his lessons on a lower level, challenging 

no one, including himself, to grow. This truth cannot 

be denied: the membership of the church stays weaker 

as the sermons and classes remain weak.  

 “These things command and teach” – 

“Command” has a strong sound to it, does it not? A 

gospel preacher is neither the Savior nor Final Judge, 

but God wants him to teach His word with authority. 

“Command” is from the Greek word “παραγγέλλω 

/paraggellō,” meaning “to transmit a message along 

from one to another, to declare, announce; to 

command, order, charge” [Thayer, word no. 3853 via 

e-Sword]. It is the same Greek word that is used in 

Acts 17:30 – God “commands” all men to repent; it 

also is used in 1 Timothy 6:17 – there it is “charge” 

those who are rich in this world’s goods. Brother 

preacher, you need to speak with authority. Do not be 

timid. Do not apologize for declaring God’s whole 

counsel. Tell us what God’s word says, and if we 

manifest a rebellious spirit, then rebuke us with all 

authority (Titus 1:13; 2:15). God will hold you 

accountable if you fail to do so!  

 “These things command and teach” – “Teach” is 

from the Greek word “διδάσκω/didaskō,” which 

means “to hold discourse with others in order to 

instruct them, deliver didactic discourses; to be a 

teacher; to discharge the office of a teacher, conduct 

one’s self as a teacher” [Thayer, word no. 1321 via e-

Sword]. Teacher, take your task seriously.  

 In order for a teacher to be most effective, what 

are some things that he will need? Obviously, he has 

to acquire knowledge of God’s word. In any realm of 

life, we are unable to teach to others that which we 

personally do not know. A teacher can acquire 

knowledge by his own independent study, or he can 

get it by learning from others in an organized manner, 

but he must put a premium on knowledge.     

 A teacher needs to hone his communication skills 

in order to be the most effective tool in God’s hand as 

possible. Teaching is not about what some call “the 

gift of gab.” It is about being able to speak with clarity 

and accuracy, doing so in such a way that people can 

understand what is said and see the need to implement 

the Lord’s instructions in their lives.  

 A teacher’s personal conduct is another important 

factor. Look at what we see in 1 Timothy 4 – the 

instruction is to “command and teach” (4:8), then the 

instruction is to “be an example” (4:12), and finally 

the teacher is charged to “take heed to yourself and to 

the doctrine” (4:16). People do not want to listen to 

one whom they know fails to show a pattern of good 

works in his own life (Titus 2:7). 

 Another big item for any teacher is his attitude. 

Does he come across as one who genuinely cares 

about the souls of those who sit at his feet? Does he 

show kindness in dealing with others, even those who 

may not like him? Does he manifest humility in his 

daily life and when he is presenting his lessons? 

 We thank God for the faithful declarers of God’s 

word among us. Let every teacher do his teaching 

“heartily, as to the Lord and not to men” (Colossians 

3:23). Teachers and preachers, prepare well, pray 

about it, and present your lessons with fervor!   
-- Roger D. Campbell 
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